
Memos for a New Millennium

Oscar van Dillen

voor Disklavier met Bespeler



Memos for a New Millennium was written march 13-april 13, 2002, the duration is ±11'30"
The premiere was on april 23, 2002 in Rotterdam (Lantaren Venster) by Maarten van Veen.

The Memos were inspired by Italo Calvino's unfinished last work,
"six memos for the next millennium".  These titles run respectively:

1. LIGHTNESS
2. QUICKNESS
3. EXACTITUDE
4. VISIBILITY
5. MULTIPLICITY
6. CONSISTENCY (not written)

Calvino's intended lectures I have supplemented with a seventh memo: Clarity. 
The musically logical order is different than in its literary predecessor:

1. VISIBILITY
2. QUICKNESS
3. EXACTITUDE
4. CONSISTENCY
5. CLARITY
6. LIGHTNESS
7. MULTIPLICITY

The inherent mutual coherence however does not allow for seperate (musical) parts.

A live performance should if possible contain a live video-beamer projection on the
back wall of the (whole) concert hall, the camera mounted to the ceiling taking an 
exactly vertical look at the klavier (player's hands) and the hammers (mechanique).

Note: next to the usual G- and F-clefs, octavating G- and F-clefs are used!

A MIDI-file for performance of this work is available through the composer.

Oscar van Dillen, Rotterdam april 15, 2002.

(thanks to Juan Felipe Waller who gave me Calvino's book as a present last year)
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In this passage, the piano player takes control of both pedals, modelling the crescendo. The una corda pedal pressed
in the beginning, together with the sustain pedal. Bit by bit the sustain pedal should be released, so starting more or 
less dry, to provide for the crescendo to develop to the fullest later on (only in bar 191 the sustain is mandatory).
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starting with sustain pedal, gradually releasing it until the sound becomes dry again
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